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Judicial College Guidelines — 17" Edition

The much-anticipated 17th Edition of the Judicial College
Guidelines has now been released, in hard copy at least".

As expected, there is an inflationary increase across all
areas with the increase an unprecedented 22%.

This uplift sees large increases for not only the most severe
injuries, but also relatively significant increases for more
minor injuries.

With the changes made to the recoverable fixed costs
regime in October last year this increase will no doubt put
pressure on those claims close to the relevant track
thresholds as well as claims that would have been fit for
either of the Portals.

With Portal claims, in particular in motor injury, this is further
complicated with the ongoing matter surrounding the
valuation of ‘mixed injuries’ which was heard in the Supreme
Court in February as well as the fact the whiplash tariff is
also set for review this summer.

The combination of the inflationary increase to injury awards
in the guidelines, mixed injury methodology and tariff review
will no doubt see more claims reach the relevant Small
Claims Track (SCT) limit and therefore qualify for
recoverable legal costs.

Within the introduction to the 17th edition there is an
instruction that the inflationary adjustment of injury
assessments should be an ongoing process, the Bank of
England have predicted further falls in inflation over the next
two years which will assist in controlling this, but this again
will add additional upward pressure to settlements and
existing offers.

Claims handlers will need to review current Part 36 offers on
claims where offers relied on the figures given in the 16th
edition to ensure that adequate costs protection is in place,
it may well be that claimant offers also become more
attractive to be accepted if not allowing for the uplift.

For those dealing with Portal claims, we may well see a rise
in arguments surrounding the issue of value and the
wording relied on in the protocols which states a claimant
reasonably believes that the claim is valued at above the
applicable Portal limit.

' Guidelines for the A nent of General Damages in Personal
Injury Cases: Amazon.co.uk: Judicial College, Mrs Justice Lambert
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This has caused issues in the past and now is likely to see a
rise in such arguments, defendant claims handlers need to
ensure as before the relevant notice is given in order to
challenge the level of recoverable costs at the conclusion of
the claim.

16t Edition 17™ Edition Bracket
Increase

(£)

Back injuries

Severe - Type (i) £91,090 to £111,150to  £20,060-
£160,980 £196,450 £35,470
Severe — Type (ii) £74160to  £90,510to  £16,350-
£88,430 £107,910 £19,480
Severe — Type (iii) £38,780 to £47,320 to £8,540-
£69,730 £85,100 £15,370
Moderate — Type (i) £27,760to  £33,880to  £6,120-
£38,780 £47,320 £8,540
Moderate — Type (ii) £12,510 to £15260t0  £2,750-
£27,760 £33,880 £6,120
Minor — Type (i) — 2 £7,890 to £9,630 to £1,740-
years — 5 years £12,510 £15,260 £2,750
Minor — Type (ii)—12  £4,350 to £5,310 to £960-
months — 24 months £7,890 £9,630 £1,740
Minor — Type (iii) — 3 £2,450 to £2,990 to £540-£960
months — 12 months  £4,350 £5,310
Minor — Type (iv)—up Upto Up to £540
to 3 months £2,450 £2,990

Brain damage / Head injury

£282,010to £344,150to0 £62,140-
£403,990 £493,000 £89,010

Very Severe Brain
Damage

Moderately Severe
Brain Damage

£219,070to £267,340to  £48,270-
£282,010 £344,150 £62,140

The table that follows highlights the 22% uplift in awards for
both severe and minor injuries, a claim for the most severe
brain injury will see an increase of PSLA of up to £90,000,
where a more minor and common back injury where
recovery takes place between 3 months and a year will see
an uplift of between £540 and £960.

DBE, Hon., Sullivan, Master Lisa, McKechnie KC, Stuart, Snowden
KC, Steven, Wilkinson, Richard: 9780198900702: Books
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Guidelines-Assessment-General-Damages-Personal/dp/0198900708/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1188572967630831&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ODnodZWgLUyJYqb2w19LjCIEJHIxb1B0Gy4G1s02ptybHYzAxtDQKUL_Xb6JwLgKh0yOzOzlk0WUf0TjI2SFzwKW9DreSC7nzSuel61IznGSOmf_ORPmGSzou3HcLkEWvY4VI50Wftja4VVBV7S-06qMQtJnMiXLYFCZyNloj6H91JebVgg1ozc0LFZeUny3.G8k13BHgIySu4qKSPI47X_gVbB4ITmpkoLPtv7OeSvs&dib_tag=se&hvadid=74286013759311&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=41949&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=p&hvtargid=kwd-74285945122496%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=18494_2211459&keywords=judicial+college+guidelines&qid=1711108613&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Guidelines-Assessment-General-Damages-Personal/dp/0198900708/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1188572967630831&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ODnodZWgLUyJYqb2w19LjCIEJHIxb1B0Gy4G1s02ptybHYzAxtDQKUL_Xb6JwLgKh0yOzOzlk0WUf0TjI2SFzwKW9DreSC7nzSuel61IznGSOmf_ORPmGSzou3HcLkEWvY4VI50Wftja4VVBV7S-06qMQtJnMiXLYFCZyNloj6H91JebVgg1ozc0LFZeUny3.G8k13BHgIySu4qKSPI47X_gVbB4ITmpkoLPtv7OeSvs&dib_tag=se&hvadid=74286013759311&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=41949&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=p&hvtargid=kwd-74285945122496%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=18494_2211459&keywords=judicial+college+guidelines&qid=1711108613&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Guidelines-Assessment-General-Damages-Personal/dp/0198900708/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1188572967630831&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ODnodZWgLUyJYqb2w19LjCIEJHIxb1B0Gy4G1s02ptybHYzAxtDQKUL_Xb6JwLgKh0yOzOzlk0WUf0TjI2SFzwKW9DreSC7nzSuel61IznGSOmf_ORPmGSzou3HcLkEWvY4VI50Wftja4VVBV7S-06qMQtJnMiXLYFCZyNloj6H91JebVgg1ozc0LFZeUny3.G8k13BHgIySu4qKSPI47X_gVbB4ITmpkoLPtv7OeSvs&dib_tag=se&hvadid=74286013759311&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=41949&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=p&hvtargid=kwd-74285945122496%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=18494_2211459&keywords=judicial+college+guidelines&qid=1711108613&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Guidelines-Assessment-General-Damages-Personal/dp/0198900708/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=1188572967630831&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ODnodZWgLUyJYqb2w19LjCIEJHIxb1B0Gy4G1s02ptybHYzAxtDQKUL_Xb6JwLgKh0yOzOzlk0WUf0TjI2SFzwKW9DreSC7nzSuel61IznGSOmf_ORPmGSzou3HcLkEWvY4VI50Wftja4VVBV7S-06qMQtJnMiXLYFCZyNloj6H91JebVgg1ozc0LFZeUny3.G8k13BHgIySu4qKSPI47X_gVbB4ITmpkoLPtv7OeSvs&dib_tag=se&hvadid=74286013759311&hvbmt=bp&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=41949&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=p&hvtargid=kwd-74285945122496%3Aloc-188&hydadcr=18494_2211459&keywords=judicial+college+guidelines&qid=1711108613&sr=8-1

Further information

For access to further RMP Resources you may find helpful
in reducing your organisation’s cost of risk, please access
the RMP Resources or RMP Atrticles pages on our website.
To join the debate follow us on our LinkedIn page.

Get in touch

For more information, please contact your broker, RMP risk
control consultant or account director.

contact@rmpartners.co.uk

Risk Management Partners

The Walbrook Building
25 Walbrook
London EC4N 8AW

020 7204 1800
rmpartners.co.uk

This newsletter does not purport to be comprehensive or to give legal advice.
While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, Risk Management
Partners cannot be held liable for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies
contained within the document. Readers should not act upon (or refrain from
acting upon) information in this document without first taking further specialist
or professional advice.

Risk Management Partners Limited is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. Registered office: The Walbrook Building,
25 Walbrook, London EC4N 8AW. Registered in England and Wales.
Company no. 2989025.
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