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Lanyards While Driving

Wearing of Lanyards

For many employees across the country the ritual of putting
on a lanyard with pass or identification is a daily one. Many
also wear lanyards to and from the office and during the day
whilst completing driving duties. For many employers and
staff the lanyard is the most convenient way of carrying
important pieces of equipment such as keys, door tags and
security passes.

Remove Lanyards when in a vehicle

Dorset Police have issued a warning on social media in May
2019 to drivers not to wear work-related lanyards whilst
driving. Their social media post stated “There have been a
couple of serious traffic accidents of note (not within Dorset
Police) where the wearing of identity lanyards around the
drivers’ necks has exacerbated the severity of the injuries
sustained. This type of accident is fortunately unlikely,
however staff, officers and volunteers should be aware of
the hazard and how to avoid it.”

This warning has now further been put onto the social media
platforms of Kent Police, Lancashire Police, Devon and
Cornwall Police, Avon and Somerset Police and Essex
Police.

Vehicle Collisions

In one of the instances referred to, the driver may have
walked away without serious injury from a road traffic
collision, but instead sustained a collapsed lung, amongst
other injuries, when a vehicle airbag deployed during the
collision. The explosive forces of the airbag deployment
pushed the lanyard into the drivers’ chest.

“Had the person not been wearing their lanyard and pass at
the time, they would have most likely walked away relatively
unscathed,” Dorset Police said.

The chair of the NHS Wales Health and Safety Management
Steering Group has followed suit advising NHS Wales staff
to also remove lanyards whilst driving following another
vehicle collision where an NHS worker sustained a
perforated bowel. The worker in this incident had attached
keys along with an ID pass to the lanyard as is commonly
practiced by people around the country. The worker was
hospitalised for 6 weeks and after a further 6 months of rest
and recuperation had yet to return to work.

Lanyards While Driving

Although instances of adverse events associated with
wearing lanyards whilst driving are very infrequent, the
seriousness of the consequences should prompt
organisations to consider the welfare of their staff, whether
car driver or passenger, and discourage the wearing of
lanyards whilst travelling in vehicles.

References

Dorset Police Volunteers - Facebook 19" March 2019
https://www.facebook.com/DorsetPoliceVolunteers/posts/41
3308496086350

Nursing Notes 215t March 2019
https://nursingnotes.co.uk/police-warn-staff-to-remove-
dangerous-lanyards-when-driving/

British Safety Council Guidance 15" August 2019
https://www.britsafe.org/publications/safety-management-
magazine/safety-management-magazine/2019/remove-
lanyards-when-driving/

BBC Report 22" May 2019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-
483720707intlink_from_url=&link location=live-reporting-
story

IOSH Magazine 4" June 2019
https://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/motorists-warned-
against-driving-in-lanyards-as-they-can-cause-serious-injury

2/3


https://www.facebook.com/DorsetPoliceVolunteers/posts/413308496086350
https://www.facebook.com/DorsetPoliceVolunteers/posts/413308496086350
https://nursingnotes.co.uk/police-warn-staff-to-remove-dangerous-lanyards-when-driving/
https://nursingnotes.co.uk/police-warn-staff-to-remove-dangerous-lanyards-when-driving/
https://www.britsafe.org/publications/safety-management-magazine/safety-management-magazine/2019/remove-lanyards-when-driving/
https://www.britsafe.org/publications/safety-management-magazine/safety-management-magazine/2019/remove-lanyards-when-driving/
https://www.britsafe.org/publications/safety-management-magazine/safety-management-magazine/2019/remove-lanyards-when-driving/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48372070?intlink_from_url=&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48372070?intlink_from_url=&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-48372070?intlink_from_url=&link_location=live-reporting-story
https://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/motorists-warned-against-driving-in-lanyards-as-they-can-cause-serious-injury
https://www.ioshmagazine.com/article/motorists-warned-against-driving-in-lanyards-as-they-can-cause-serious-injury

Further information

For access to further RMP Resources you may find helpful
in reducing your organisation’s cost of risk, please access
the RMP Resources or RMP Atrticles pages on our website.
To join the debate follow us on our LinkedIn page.

Get in touch

For more information, please contact your broker, RMP risk
control consultant or account director.

contact@rmpartners.co.uk
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This newsletter does not purport to be comprehensive or to give legal advice.
While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, Risk Management
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