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Introduction  
The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) has confirmed their approach for professional lorry 
drivers with a DQC due to expire prior to 30 September 2020 - this guidance can be accessed at www. 
gov.uk (Ref 1). 

RMP have prepared this note using information obtained from the various government sources and is 
provided to assist our clients with managing their fleets at this difficult time. 

Driver Guidance – DQC expires prior to 30th September 2020 
Most professional lorry and bus drivers must complete 35 hours periodic training every 5 years to 
maintain a Driver CPC card (sometimes called a ‘driver qualification card’ or ‘DQC’). 

During the coronavirus (COVID19) outbreak it may be difficult for drivers to complete the required 
training. The Department for Transport has therefore put in place temporary changes in professional 
driver qualification requirements. 

This means that drivers whose Driver CPC card expires in the period from 1 March 2020 to 30 
September 2020 can continue driving. In addition military drivers (who have different training) will be 
allowed to drive in civilian situations during that period. 

Enforcement arrangements 
Drivers will not be subject to enforcement action by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) in 
respect of the Driver CPC regulations. The DVSA have informed police forces of this position. 

If you are stopped by an enforcement officer they can check to see that you have previously recently 
held a Driver CPC or are in the military (including reservists acting under instruction). 

Drivers should carry their expired Driver CPC card if they have it. 

The drivers that this measure applies to will be required to comply with Driver CPC rules from 1 October 
2020. 

Where this applies 
These changes apply to Great Britain. Arrangements in Northern Ireland are devolved. 

For international road transport drivers should have a Driver CPC, unless the type of transport is exempt 
from the requirements. 

The end date will be kept under review. The proposed schedule includes a substantial period to recover 
missed training, whose duration will need further assessment. 

Insurance 
Road transport operators will need to check insurance validity, but should not expect any significant 
change in premiums. 

Remote training providers 
Details of all approved periodic training are on the JAUPT website1. 

It is for drivers to ensure that they remain up to date and should therefore check their current 
status. 

References 
1. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-temporary-changes-to-driver-cpc-requirements 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.jaupt.org.uk/ 
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Further information 
For access to further RMP Resources you may find helpful in reducing your organisation’s cost of risk, 
please access the RMP Resources or RMP Articles pages on our website. To join the debate follow us 
on our LinkedIn page.  

Get in touch 
For more information, please contact your broker, RMP risk control consultant or account director. 

contact@rmpartners.co.uk 
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This note is not intended to give legal or financial advice, and, accordingly, it should not be relied upon for 
such. It should not be regarded as a comprehensive statement of the law and/or market practice in this area. 
In preparing this note we have relied on information sourced from third parties and we make no claims as to 
the completeness or accuracy of the information contained herein. It reflects our understanding as at 14 April 
2020, but you will recognise that matters concerning COVID-19 are fast changing across the world. You 
should not act upon information in this bulletin nor determine not to act, without first seeking specific legal 
and/or specialist advice. No third party to whom this is passed can rely on it. We and our officers, employees 
or agents shall not be responsible for any loss whatsoever arising from the recipient’s reliance upon any 
information we provide herein and exclude liability for the content to fullest extent permitted by law. Should 
you require advice about your specific insurance arrangements or specific claim circumstances, please get 
in touch with your usual RMP Risk Control consultant or account director. 

Risk Management Partners Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Registered office: The Walbrook Building, 25 Walbrook, London EC4N 8AW.  Registered in England and 
Wales.  Company no.  2989025 
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