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Balanced Risk Engineering Solutions 

Fire Brigade Strike 
 
Understanding the Risk 
During periods of reduced fire brigade coverage due to 
industrial action, the response to an emergency call will 
be severely delayed or limited. Contingency plans during 
industrial action will be invoked by the relevant 
authorities, but this will normally be limited due to 
reduced resources so there may not be fire appliances 
available for non-life threatening or non-urgent incidents. 

Insurance cover for valid claims will remain in force 
during the period of the industrial action but in view of 
the additional risk at this time, policyholders should take 
additional precautions to prevent fires. 

 

Controlling the Hazard 
The following precautions are suggested to minimise the 
risk to your organisation: 

• Any work that will involve the impairment of the 
automatic sprinkler installations or automatic fire 
detection systems should be re-scheduled, no 
planned system impairments should be permitted 
during any industrial action. 

• Automatic fire protection and detection installation 
maintenance routines should if possible be brought 
forward to ensure that all systems are in perfect 
working order at the start of the industrial action. 

• During the weekly testing of any automatic sprinkler 
equipment additional vigilance should be given to 
ensure that all main stop valves are open.

 
• All manual fire extinguishers and hose reels are 

accessible and in good working order. 
• Re-schedule any maintenance work that may involve 

hot work (cutting, grinding, welding, burning, brazing, 
re-roofing with bitumen) so that no operations take 
place or if in an emergency are minimised during the 
period of industrial action. 

• Increase the frequency of fire safety inspections and 
security rounds particularly if industrial action takes 
place over the bonfire period with external checks for 
stray fireworks to ensure any yard storage of idle 
wood pallets is covered. 

• Urge greater vigilance on the part of all employees 
and ensure that they are aware of all actions to be 
taken in the event of an emergency.   

• The fire service should be summoned as normal but 
be prepared for a delayed and/or limited response.  
Where automatic fire alarms and sprinkler systems 
are monitored by an alarm receiving centre, 
procedures during industrial action should be 
confirmed as emergency attendance may not result 
from these systems.  

• Conduct additional fire emergency drills to ensure that 
emergency response is as intended. 

• If smoking is permitted on site in yards the situation 
should be reviewed, and a total ban considered 
during the course of the industrial action. 

For further information, contact your local 
AIG risk engineer. 
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www.aig.co.uk 
BELFAST 
Forsyth House 
Cromac Square 
Belfast BT2 8LA 
Tel: 02890 726002 
Fax: 02890 726085 
 
BIRMINGHAM 
Embassy House 
60 Church Street 
Birmingham B3 2DJ 
Tel: 0121 236 9471   
Fax: 0121 233 3597 

CROYDON  
2-8 Altyre Road 
Croydon, Surrey CR9 2LG 
Tel: 020 8681 2556 
Fax: 020 8680 7158 
 
 
GLASGOW  
Centenary House 
69 Wellington Street 
Glasgow G2 6HJ 
Tel: 0141 303 4400  
Fax: 0141 303 4440 

LEEDS 
5th Floor Gallery House 
123-131 The Headrow 
Leeds LS1 5RD 
Tel: 0113 242 1177 
Fax: 0113 242 1746 
 
LONDON  
58 Fenchurch Street 
London EC3M 4AB 
Tel: 020 7954 7000 
Fax: 020 7954 7001 
 

MANCHESTER 
4th Floor, 201 Deansgate 
Manchester M3 3NW 
Tel: 0161 832 8521 
Fax: 0161 832 0149 

 

American International Group, Inc. (AIG) is a leading global insurance organisation. Founded in 
1919, today AIG member companies provide a wide range of property casualty insurance, life 
insurance, retirement products, and other financial services to customers in more than 80 
countries and jurisdictions. These diverse offerings include products and services that help 
businesses and individuals protect their assets, manage risks and provide for retirement security. 
AIG common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange and the Tokyo Stock Exchange. 
Additional information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com and www.aig.com/strategyupdate 
| YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIGinsurance | LinkedIn: 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/aig.  

AIG is the marketing name for the worldwide property-casualty, life and retirement, and general 
insurance operations of American International Group, Inc. For additional information, please visit 
our website at www.aig.com. All products and services are written or provided by subsidiaries or 
affiliates of American International Group, Inc. Products or services may not be available in all 
countries, and coverage is subject to actual policy language. Non-insurance products and 
services may be provided by independent third parties.  
American International Group UK Limited is registered in England: company number 10737370. 
Registered address: The AIG Building, 58 Fenchurch Street, London EC3M 4AB. American 
International Group UK Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority (FRN number 781109). 
This information can be checked by visiting the FS Register (www.fca.org.uk/register). 

 

 

 

 

 


